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· Creation Myths



























	
· explains how the world was created or how people came to exist
	
· Haida – First Nations – North America


· Japan



· Ancient Egypt



· Papau – New Guinea


· Peru



· Yoruba, Africa



· Aboriginal People of Australia
	
· Raven banished from heaven
· Caused land to rise from the sea by flapping his wings


· God and Goddess (Izanagi and Izanami) stir the oceans with their spears and created land


· Nun (Sleeping Ocean) was surrounded by Chaos
· Nun gave birth to Ra-Atum (the Complete One) who created Earth as we know it

· Kambel, the sky god, heard voices inside a tree trunk, split it open, releasing the first people

· Viracocha modelled human beings out of stone and painted them to life



· Olarun formed people out of clay, then breathed life into them


· Giant Rainbow Serpent went on a rampage
· As he thrashed about on the ground, he created the hills and valleys
· Scared people turned frozen into trees, while others became animals to escape
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	Myths that explain the nature of the world
	Natural events in beautiful and powerful ways




	Siberia
	· Giant elk captures and carries the sun across the sky on its antlers

	
	
	Norse, Scandinavia






	· Thor’s hammer caused lightning while the rumbling of his chariot was the thunder

	
	
	Kiowa People, North America







	· Tornadoes originate from the flapping of the wings of a giant sky horse

	
	How certain animals came to have certain characteristics
	
	

	
	
	Galla People, Ethiopia







	· Maker intended the gift of exchanging old skins for new youthful skins for the people, but the gift was intercepted by a snake
· Consequently, snakes have the ability to shed their skins
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	Myths that Explain Folkways

	How a particular people came to live in a particular place




	Tukano People, Amazon
	· Pahmuri-Mahse brought people up the Amazon River in an Anaconda canoe
· Everywhere the canoe stopped, communities settled down

	
	
	Iroquois






	· Warrior (Two Feather) met a mysterious, green-skinned woman with silky golden hair and was given the gift of corn to share with his people

	
	
	Japan





	· Uke Mochi, the food goddess, gave rice, corn, and beans from her body

	
	How human beings got the different foods that they eat
	
	

	
	
	Greece





	· Demeter taught people how to gather kernels of wild wheat and plant them to produce crops

	
	
	Bali






	· Wisnu, the water god, forces the Lord of Heaven to teach people to sow, care for, and harvest rice
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	Myths that teach lessons
	Teaches values 




	Persia
	· Good spirit, Ahura Mazda, struggles forever against Angra Mainyu because good and evil are both part of the world

	
	
	Norse






	· Evil can never be completely removed from the world
· Great wolf, Fenris, lies bound until the final day when the gods will battle the giants and the world will end

	
	
	Bella Coola





	· Eagle man punished cruelty / selfishness of villagers
· Dropped them into the sea where they became islands of the Pacific Coast

	
	
	Nigeria





	· Sky was once close to ground and provided delicious and plentiful food
· People grew greedy and wasteful, so sky moved far away, forcing people to grow own food and not to waste it

	
	
	People of Thebes, Greece






	· Apollo punished lazy people who didn’t make proper sacrifices by sending the evil Sphinx
· The Sphinx destroyed all passersby who couldn’t answer his riddle

	continued
	continued
	Source of Myth
	Summary of Myth

	


	





	Anishinabe People, North America
	· Maple syrup once flowed freely all year round
· People became lazy and did no work
· So, Gitchee Manitou (the creator) makes sap run thin, and only once a year so that people have to work hard to get the syrup

	
	
	India






	· Prince saved a dove from an eagle by cutting off pieces of his own flesh
· The gods blessed and healed him for his generosity

	
	
	Sri Lanka





	· Hare sacrificed life to feed a Holy Man
· Was rewarded for the self-sacrifice by being sent to live on the moon

	
	
	Cheyenne






	· A great beaver gnaws at the Tree of the World
· When world balance is upset, the beaver gnaws faster
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	Myths about heroes

	Teaches values through adventures or deeds




	China













	· Originally a god, who lived on Earth as a mortal, Yi was an archer who feared death
· After many great deeds was given potion to live forever
· Chang-E, his wife, took potion instead and flew away to the moon leaving Yi forever


	
	
	Ancient Greece






	· Achilles had a fight with King Agamemnon
· Sulked in his tent refusing to fight in the war
· Greeks began to lose
· Achilles’ best friend stole his armor and took his place in battle, but was killed
· Achilles repented, slayed warrior who killed his friend, but got shot with a poison arrow and died
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