Artist Inquiry

You will be exploring the life and history of a particular artist that you have selected. You
should use the following questions as a guide to collecting relevant information and
understandings about the artist, and the kind of artwork they created. You will need to
become familiar with the type of things they created artwork about and the processes they
used in their work. After you have thoroughly researched your artist and can demonstrate an
understanding of the process and mediums they used to create their artwork, you will be able
to create a portfolio of your own artwork in the style of your artist. You will present your
research in a written report.

When you are working on your artist portfolio, some of the materials and supplies can be
provided here at the school. If you have unique or specialized supplies that are not available
here, you may have to collect them on your own or find a way to substitute something similar
in its place. For example, many artists used oil paints, but we will substitute acrylic paints in
their place. Paper will be available for your creations, but if you would prefer to eventually
work on a canvas, you will need to provide your own.

Guiding Questions:

Required questions to help understand the art process:

= What did they paint or create art about? What subjects did they depict? What were
they interested in creating art about? What inspired them? What were they interested
in? What things fascinated them?

= What process does the artist go through to create their artwork? What routines do they
follow to prepare themselves to create their art?

= What medium and materials did they use to create their work?

= How long would they typically work on a piece of art until it was completed?

= What is unique about their art? What is innovative about their artwork?

Required questions to help understand the artist. CHOOSE 3 of the 6 sections below.

= Who inspired them? Which artists where they inspired by? How is the inspiration
evident in their compositions / artwork?

= How and where did they learn their skills?

= What challenges or obstacles did they face with regard to their art and their art careers?
In what ways were they encouraged or supported in their art and their careers? How



were they able to make or maintain a career in art? What personal experiences
influenced the artist they developed into?

= What was going on in the world while they were creating their art? What historical
events influenced their artwork?

= What statement or message would they try to convey through their artwork? What
impression or impact would they try to leave?

= What is it about the body of work they have created that influences people’s ideas and
understandings of art today?



