Conducting an Interview
You are expected to conduct an interview of someone who knows you very well.  The purpose of the interview is to get additional insight into the origin and story behind how you came to have your name.  We have discussed the kinds of questions that are meaningful to ask and you have a list of good quality questions that were compiled from our class.  Most of you will have a core set of questions to use during an interview (that you will have received feedback on), but may need to expand your plan to be more thorough and extensive.  During your interview, you are not limited to questions that pertain to your project, and are free to expand on and explore other interesting questions about yourself.  If you have already collected all the relevant information for your project, then that frees you up to be more exploratory in your interview.

	Closed
	Open-ended

	Yes / no
	Not yes/ no

	Skinny
	Juicy / fat

	Easy answer / shallow
	Requires deeper thought

	Simple
	Complex

	Concrete
	Might have to infer

	Typically one answer
	More than one answer

	Short
	Longer / more detailed answer

	Non-threatening
	Potentially threatening / might require something more personal / subject might have to take a risk or be vulnerable to share answer



You should think ahead and schedule a time to interview your subject.  Ask them to set aside anywhere from 30 minutes to an hour, so that you can conduct your interview.  You are strongly encouraged to RECORD (using a tape recorder, a digital recorder, a video recorder, etc.) your interview, so that you can transcribe your subject’s responses.  It will allow you to engage in the interview during it, and to recall the information afterwards.  

You will be expected to submit a written transcript of the interview.  It may look something like the following table (I = interviewer and S = subject):
	I: How are you doing today?
	S: I’m fine, thanks.

	I: Can you tell me about how I reacted to my first day of school.
	S: Well, at first you really didn’t want to go.  I couldn’t get you to eat your breakfast and you refused to put on your shoes.  You just wanted to stay home and watch cartoons.  When we got out of the car at the school, you burst into tears and I picked you up in my arms and asked you “Do you know how to make Mommy proud?”  And you looked at me with big tears in your eyes and shook your head back and forth, indicating that you did not. Then I said to you, “All you have to do is try.  Would you be willing to try one day of school, and make Mom proud?”  You looked over at the school building and at the other kids lined up outside the classroom.  You wiped your eyes with your sleeve and said, “okay.”  And in that moment, I was already proud of you.  When I came back to pick you up at the end of the day, you h ad a big smile on your face and you asked me, “Are you proud of me?”  I just looked at you, smiled and nodded my head as I grasped your hand and lead you to the car.  Walking together, you tugged on my hand.  I looked down at you, and you were looking up at me with a big smile on your face.  You said, “Mom, I think I’d be willing to try again tomorrow.”

	
	



Or it might look more like a script:

I: How are you today?
S: Fine thanks.
I: Thanks for taking the time out of your busy schedule to talk to me.
S: No problem.
I: Where did we live when I was first born.
S: We lived in a little village outside of Timbuktu.
I: What was it like there?
S: Well, we lived on the outside of our village, in a straw hut that had no running water.  Grandma and Grandpa lived in a hut beside ours, and your Aunt and Uncle lived on the other side of the village.  We used to meet all together to walk to the well to retrieve water so that we could do our cooking and cleaning each day.  We would start out before the sun rose, because the water wouldn’t evaporate as much when we carried it home if the sun weren’t up yet….



A Collection Of Good Quality Questions to Pose During Interviews
(Collected from student examples – Grade 6/7 Division 4 - 2013)



· What is the origin of your name? / Why were you named?
· Why did you choose to name me __________?
· Why did you decide to come to Canada?  Why did you leave ___________?
· What was your like life in ________________?
· How did you feel coming to Canada?
· What were your first thoughts about Canada?
· How did I deal with coming to Canada?  / How did I deal with moving to another country?
· How do you think your childhood was different from my childhood?
· How has your experience in Canada been different from where you came from?
· What are some of the advantages or disadvantages of living in Canada?
· What were you like when you were young?
· What was I like when I was little?
· Do you notice any similarities or differences between your experience growing up and my experience growing up?
· When I was young, what were some of my favourite things or my favourite things to do?
· How were you welcomed when you came to Canada?  Were people friendly to you?
· How was your immigration experience?
· If you could choose between _____________ and  _____________, what would you choose and why?
· What are some of the safety concerns you have living in Canada?  If you don’t have any concerns, why do you feel safe here?
· If you could go back in time, what’s one thing you’d change about your childhood?
· What do you remember about your life before I was born / adopted?
· What are some of your proudest achievements?
· What do you think have been some of my proudest achievements?
· How did you accomplish those things you’re proud of?
· What advice would you give to someone working on achieving a goal / dream?
· What are some interesting things that have happened to you in Canada?
· What has been your most memorable / important experience in Canada?
· What were some of your first impressions when you met me?
· Why did you choose Canada instead of any other country?
· How was your school experience different from my school experience?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What new discoveries did you make when you came to Canada?

