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Read “I Want to Be” from Collections 6: Looking for Answers
Students read an record good examples of use of language
· Powerful images
· Ideas they can connect to
· “cool descriptions”
Record 5 – 7 examples
Record examples on the board
Encourage students to replace portions with their own imagery
Ex. I want to be fast, but not so fast that lightning seems slow.
Replace with:
· a cheetah comes in last in a running race
· raindrops seem to be in slow motion
· birds stand still in the sky
· light speed can’t pass through me

Students write a poem combining images / ideas they create – a combination of 5 images
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Introduce “I am From…” poems Examples in “Reading, Writing, and Rising Up”  (but even better to use student examples from previous years)

Provide several models for students to read
Ask them to examine /consider:
What do the poems have in common?
What parts are most effective?
What topics are covered?
What ideas are included?
Develop concept that poem intends to share influences / experiences they have had that have lead to who they are today.
Create a “recipe” to what should be included in the “I Am From…” poem.

Foods – smells or tastes with powerful memories attached
Places – settings in which you feel comfortable; familiar or significant places you’ve visited or have memories of
Objects – meaningful objects that might be found around your home that communicate some aspect of your history
Activities – activities you enjoy doing or specific experiences that define you or helped you grow as a person
Close family members – influential people in your life and the memorable experiences you’ve shared with them
Quotes – common phrases or statements that are typical in your family
Influences – groups or teams you may have been involved with that have influenced your growth as a person; ideas or philosophies that matter to your family
Events / Traditions / Celebrations – specific experiences which are important for your family to participate in

Brainstorm and generate own “I am From…” poems
· focus on imagery / voice
· combinations of words that sound good together (i.e occasional examples of alliteration, internal rhyme, etc…)
